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Quotes on National Distance Learning Week

=========================================================

“[Distance] learning programs are invaluable because they provide a segment of our population with critical literacy and job-related skills as well as the means to take their careers to the next level,” said Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA), Chairman of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions committee. 

=========================================================

 

“It is with enthusiasm and excitement that USDLA launches National Distance Learning Week, November 7 – 11. The Association invites you to join us at www.ndlw.org for webinars and information on all aspects of the distance learning industry,” commented Dr. John G. Flores, CEO of the USDLA (www.usdla.org).

=========================================================

“National Distance Learning Week recognizes the impact distance learning has in 21st century education across many market segments including education, healthcare, government, and corporate. It affords distance learning practitioners the opportunity to celebrate and explore an essential part of today’s changing society.” Marci Powell, President, USDLA and Global Director of Higher Education, Polycom, Inc.

=========================================================

"We hope that [ distance learning ] becomes just another piece of our public schools' day rather than still this thing over here that we're all trying to figure out," said Julie Young, President-Elect, USDLA and President and CEO, Florida Virtual School

=========================================================

“In retrospect, distance education's long-term legacy will inextricably be tied to its capacity to empower and leverage educational access and opportunities for underserved populations who have been denied access due to diverse economic, social, political and/or cultural barriers.  And this legacy of what is right and good is not uniquely American . . . its manifestations transcend barriers across the globe among developed and developing countries and is interwoven among those aspiring ideals of human rights, equity, and equality for all to pursue their educational aspirations.   As we come together to celebrate National Distance Learning Week, we can all embrace this legacy that has opened the doors of education to people across the globe.   We do make a difference!”  Dr. Don Olcott, Jr., Past President, United States Distance Learning Association and presently CEO, The Observatory on Borderless Higher Education (OBHE), London, UK.

=========================================================

“In the industrial age we went to school, in the communications age the school comes to us. For many technical professionals and managers – due to work demands and family commitments -- bringing the school to them via distance education is the only way to maintain career vitality and a competitive edge in the workplace.” Dr. Andy DiPaolo, Executive Director, Stanford Center for Professional Development and USDLA Board Member

=========================================================

“Distance learning is one of two components needed to transform how we educate, measure and continuously stimulate students about learning.  Distance learning paired with active, constructive and collaborative involvement from parents as the second component will empower the entire learning community to excel to new heights.”  Reggie Smith III, Booz Allen Hamilton, USDLA Board Member and Chair, Awards and Public Policy Committees

=========================================================

“National Distance Learning Week (NDLW) will provide everyone across a wide variety of markets to witness the transformational power it holds.  Distance learning can provide access to Advanced Placement (AP) courses and International Baccalaureate (IB) programs for schoolchildren, connect higher education students globally to the best content around and transform the lives and careers of working adults.  We are truly on the edge of something great and distance learning week will provide you a comprehensive peak into the crystal ball of distance learning, education and training.” Reggie Smith III, Booz Allen Hamilton, USDLA Board Member and Chair, Awards and Public Policy Committees

=========================================================

I also challenge every political party and their candidates to participate in National Distance Learning Week (NDLW) and include distance learning initiatives in their educational plans.  Distance learning deserves and has earned the right to be highlighted and fully supported as a transformational way of educating our children and not as an after thought holding the last page of the appendix in anyone’s plan.”  Reggie Smith III, Booz Allen Hamilton, USDLA Board Member and Chair, Awards and Public Policy Committees

=========================================================

“Thanks to the possibilities of distance learning, time and geographic space are no longer meaningful barriers to learning.  Through distance learning, we bring experts to students and build a world community of learners studying important subjects in their own time and in their own villages and cities.  We celebrate that reality as well as future exciting possibilities in National Distance Learning Week.” Dr. Richard Hezel, President & CEO, Hezel Associates and USDLA Board Member

=========================================================

“It is really quite simple, today, to get the education content you want, when and where you want it.  Distance learning has come a long way over the past 25 years.  The technology involved works and it is easy.  The collaboration with other students work and it is enriching.  Today distance learning offers all of us a viable educational and professional growth opportunity.  The challenge to us...just do it!  Celebrate National Distance Learning Week!” 

Dr. Ray L. Steele, President and Chairman of Board Emeritus, USDLA and Distinguished Professor, Center for Information and Communication Sciences, Ball State University.

=========================================================

“Distance learning can place students in learning environments that would not otherwise be possible—virtually taking them across continents and interacting with people of different cultures.  Without question, learning by distance can reduce the gap between schools that “have” and those that “have not.”  

Dr. Carter D. Ward, President, Education Solutions Global Network and Executive Director, Missouri School Boards’ Association and USDLA Board Member

=========================================================
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